
Text: Luke 15:11–32

11 And he said, A certain man had two sons: 12 And the younger of them 
said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to 
me. And he divided unto them his living. 13 And not many days after the 
younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, 
and there wasted his substance with riotous living. 14 And when he had 
spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in 
want. 15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and 
he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he would fain have filled 
his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him. 
17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my 
father’s have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18 I 
will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and before thee, 19 And am no more worthy to be called 
thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants. 20 And he arose, and came 
to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and 
had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. 21 And the 
son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, 
and am no more worthy to be called thy son. 22 But the father said to his 
servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on 
his hand, and shoes on his feet: 23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill 

         

                   

Principle 3–Salvation is not achieved;    

                   

EPHESIANS 2:8-9 

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: 
it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.

TITUS 3:3-7 

3 For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, 
serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, 
and hating one another. 4 But after that the kindness and love of God 
our Saviour toward man appeared, 5 Not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the 
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 6 Which he 
shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 7 That being 
justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope 
of eternal life.

         

                   

2 CORINTHIANS 9:15

15 Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.

1 JOHN 4:18 

18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because 
fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.

Conclusion
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it; and let us eat, and be merry: 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive 
again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry. 25 Now his 
elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he 
heard musick and dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants, and asked 
what these things meant. 27 And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; 
and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him 
safe and sound. 28 And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came 
his father out, and intreated him. 29 And he answering said to his father, 
Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time 
thy commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make 
merry with my friends: 30 But as soon as this thy son was come, which 
hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted 
calf. 31 And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I 
have is thine. 32 It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for 
this thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found.

Introduction
LUKE 15:1-2 

1 Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear him. 
2 And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth 
sinners, and eateth with them.

         

                     

Act 1–The Lost Younger Brother—Self-Discovery

Act 2–The Lost Older Brother—Self-Discipline

Act 3–The Extravagant Father 

 Scene 1–The Father Pursues

 Scene 2–The Father Pays

 Scene 3–The Father Celebrates

 Scene 4–The Father Pleads

Act 4–Principles of the Prodigal Story

Principle 1–Jesus is not an oppressive Lord; He’s 
an                

PSALM 68:4-6 

4 Sing unto God, sing praises to his name: extol him that rideth upon 
the heavens by his name JAH, and rejoice before him. 5 A father of the 
fatherless, and a judge of the widows, is God in his holy habitation. 
6 God setteth the solitary in families: he bringeth out those which are 
bound with chains: but the rebellious dwell in a dry land.

         

                   

ROMANS 8:31-32 

31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can 
be against us? 32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him 
up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?

Principle 2–Sin is not merely behavioral; it is   

                   

ROMANS 3:23 

23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

ROMANS 5:12

12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by 
sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

ROMANS 7:19-23

19 For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, 
that I do. 20 Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but 
sin that dwelleth in me. 21 I find then a law, that, when I would do 
good, evil is present with me. 22 For I delight in the law of God after 
the inward man: 23 But I see another law in my members, warring 
against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law 
of sin which is in my members.”


